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FIFTH ANNUAL ARCR
CHARITY PICNIC

The Costa Rican Residents’ Associa
tion is holding its traditional picnic on
Saturday, March 27.

Enjoy beer, wine, hot dogs, burgers,
ice cream, games, bingo, karaoke and
prizes. Entrance fee includes food ala
carte. Adults pay ¢1,000 in advance and

¢1,500 at gate, children up to 12 don’t pay.

All profits go to charity.

The picnic runs 10 am.-4 p.m. at
Montelandia, in the northern Central
Valley town of San Rafael, Heredia

For more info, call 233-8068.

FLAMINGO-POTRERO NEWS

The Great |deas Women’'s Group con-
vened at the Rancho Grande Restaurant
for its monthly meeting. LETICIA
DWEER, representative for the orphanage
in Santa Cruz, reported what the children
need. The group, which focuses on sup-
porting charitable works, donated $200 to
the orphanage. It will meet again the sec-
ond Thursday of May at 10 am.

Potrero resident SHERNAZ
JOHNSON has started teaching water aer-
obics Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays, 9
—10 am., ¢1,000 per class at the Flamingo
Marina Resort Hotel swimming pool. For
more info, call 654-5016.

Potrero resident DOMINIC D' ARCY
had the pleasure of atwo-week visit from
his son ARON and 6-year-old grandson
CASSIDY, who came from Massachus-
setts. They apparently had many adven-
tures while here. Dominic set out on a
treasure hunt at the Bahia Los Piratas and
found a hidden chest full of shiny new
col6n coins for Cassidy’s prize.

The buzz around town is that the own-
ers of Cabinas Isolina have opened a
restaurant with great food and reasonable
prices. Cabinas Isolinais on the main road
toward Potrero, on the left side of the
street, just past Perla’s.

DON and BABE HOPKINS of
Flamingo took a weekend trip to
Nicaragua recently and visited a few new
places worth mentioning. A lovely new
B&B in Granada, called Casa San
Francisco, offered charming ambiance,
clean rooms, good service, good food,
weekend live music, a Sunday Brunch and
a comfortable place to just to hang out.
The owners are NANCY and JOHN
BERGMAN of San Francisco, California,
who moved to Granada two years ago — a
great couple!

N Welcome to
- International

H# ‘Baptist Church

Rev. Paul Dreessen

just west of Multiplaza
on the Santa Ana Highway

8:30 am. free bus service
Gran Hotel Costa Rica

9 am. Bible Study-all ages
10 am. Worship service
Fellowship, refreshments following

Everyone welcome!
Tel. 215-2117

FRANK and VANITA GALLO of
Flamingo have purchased an old colonial
home in Granada. It is in the process of
being renovated and it is a very big project
to say the least.

A reminder to please keep DEBORAH
MARQUAND in your thoughts and
prayers for a speedy recovery after her
extensive surgery in San José for cancer.
She has alot of friends and family praying
for her and wishing her well. She and her
husband, JON, sincerely appreciate all the
calls, cards and the many flowers that
have been sent to her.

If anyone has anything to report,
please give BABE HOPKINS a call at
815-7235.

—Babe Hopkins

TAMARINDO TALK

Every sunset in Tamarindo is special,
but now on Sunday afternoons you will
get serenaded as well. JESSE BISHOP
AND THE BANANA KINGS are per-
forming weekly for areally big crowd at
Las Palmas. Stick around till after dark,
then walk on down the beach to Witch's
Rock Surf Camp and dance to DJ Roach’s
Reggae Night sounds.

Heard that JEREMY BLACKLOW,
the NBC Weekend Today Show producer,
loved his six-month stay in Costa Rica so
much, that for his first vacation since
returning to booking the entertainment
segments of that show in New York, he
flew right back down to our part of the
world. Sadly, he couldn’t get his favorite
fish meal at Pedro’s, since that restaurant
is still closed while fighting a legal battle
to maintain its rights on the beachfront.

Good luck to BROOKS WILSON and
CARLOS LUISARIAS, who will repre-
sent Tamarindo as part of the Costa Rica
National Surf Team this week at the
International Surfing Association Games
at Playa de Fae, near Salinas in Ecuador.
Brooks will compete in the Women's cat-
egory, while Carlos will ride Longboard.

The rest of the Costa Rican Team aso
includes top placers in the 2004 Circuito
Nacional De Surf and they are: GILBERT
BROWN, DIEGO NARANJO, ALVARO
SOLANO, LUISVINDAS, LISBETH
VINDAS, WALTER GATGENS, JUAN
MONTIEL and LORENA VERA.

Mop Adventures' Y EFFREY ROJAS
isalong as ajudge, while CalaLuna's
ANTONIO PILURZU is the team manag-
er. Antonio’'s son FEDERICO will also be
competing in Ecuador but because of reg-
ulations, he will be surfing for his birth
country of Italy instead of Costa Rica.

—Ellen Zoe Golden

UNIVERSITY RECOGNIZES
DUTCH CONTRIBUTIONS

The Universidad Nacional (UNA) pre-
sented the “Omar Dengo” award to Dutch
Ambassador, Wim Wessels Feb. 20, recog-
nizing 20 years of collaboration between
Dutch institutions and the Heredia-based
university.

Holland has donated approximately
$36 million over the years to Costa Rican
education programs.

DEMOCRATSTO HEAR
ABOUT U.S. HEALTH CARE

Health policy analyst JOAN HALL
will talk to Democrats Abroad on Monday,
March 29 at the Gran Hotel Costa Rica, on

Courtesy Rainforest Conservation Corps

BUILDING bridges is what the
Rainforest Conservation Corps is all
about. Recently it set to building some
between cultures and over Costa Rica's
rainforest streams.

Conservation Corps programs have
existed in the United States since the
1930s. Today, corps programs exist in 30
states and focus on providing job training
and high school completion for youth
considered to be “at-risk.”

The Rainforest Conservation Corps
joined forces with Cooprena RL, a Costa
Rican cooperative of small rural eco-
tourism ventures, to give these youth the
opportunity to put their talents to work
helping communities in Costa Rica
develop their ecotourism infrastructure.

“Everyone was so welcoming — we
were invited to participate in al of the
community activities and really learned a
lot about Costa Rican culture,” said
Lizzy, a 17-year-old corps member from
Vermont.

THE team included youth from all
parts of the United States. Two were from
the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, two
from the Serve Alaska Youth Corps, one
from the Vermont Youth Conservation
Corps and two from Wyoming's Northern

Corps Group Builds Brldges in Community

HAMMER help: Marvin
Mendez from the Los
Angeles Conservation
Corps building
bridges.

Arapaho Workforce program. A wilder-
ness firefighter came from Washington
State, and a Rotary scholar came from
Seattle, Washington. The team built four
20-foot span bridges on a trail near the
small town of El Silencio, near Quepos
on the central Pacific coast.

“It was great to have a group of vol-
unteers with the technical skills that were
really needed in the communities; they
built some great bridges that will help the
communities develop sustainable income
from tourism,” said Luisa Montijn from
Cooprena RL.

PROJECT director Steve Boisvert
said he was pleased with the results as
well.

“The program opened opportunities
for volunteering in Costa Rica to young
people who have come from challenging
situations in their own lives,” he said.
“Until now, international volunteer pro-
grams have served primarily middle and
upper middle-class students who can
afford to pay the fees associated with
such programs. | am excited about devel-
oping future projectsin Costa Rica.”

To learn more about the Rainforest
Conservation Corps, see www. commu-
nitycollaborations.org.

“Health Care in the United States: Can It
Be Fixed?’ Hear about the different
approaches to extending health-care cover-
age proposed by Democratic candidates.

Meeting and political discussion at 11
am., buffet lunch at noon, speaker at
12:30 p.m.

Call DOROTHY SAGEL (249-1856)
or RUTH DIXON (494-6260) for lunch
reservations. Call PAT PIESSENS (282-
5365) for voter registration and absentee
ballots.

WATERY SCHOLARSHIPS

ChlorFree has donated its Pool and
Water Purification System to 11 of Costa
Rica’'s Schools in return for scholarships.
The schoals, such as the University of
Costa Rica and Teocali School, agree to put
the money saved in pool upkeep toward
scholarships. Sixty-three scholarships have
been established o far.

For more info about the Chlorfree
Scholarship Endowment Program, call 665-
0896.

MANUEL ANTONIO/
QUEPOSTIDINGS

Thank you to MICHELLE and SALIM
CHANNEL. While visiting from
Sunnyvale, Cdifornia, they thoughtfully
brought needed school supplies to the
REPUBLICA DE COREA public schoal in
Quepos.

A community meeting was held in

Manue Antonio to discuss the plight of the
injured, sick and abandoned wild animals.
It was decided to allow Kids Saving the
Rainforest to continue rescuing animals.

Pinios Pool Bar had its monthly flea
and art market Sunday.

If you didn’t make it thistime, don’t
miss next month — it has live music and lots
of good spirit.

—Jennifer Rice (Hotel Mono Azul)
Anta Myketuk (La Buena Nota)
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BON VOYAGE

Dubya wants to go to Mars,

On the Red Planet he doth dote.
He thinks that once he gets there
He'll capture the Martian vote.

Here's wishing him bon voyage,
Though | can't say he'll be missed.
May his stay be long and pleasant
Up there in the Martian mist.

Speaking of Dubya...Libya has agreed
to give up its Dubya Em Dees. When
isthe U.S. going to give up theirs?




